I 


iYERTOWN  AND  UANIDLOPS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  19 53. 

(including  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report) 


Medical  Officer. 


Dr.  Amelia  Rowles, 
Town  Hall, 

NEWTOY®. 


Sanitary  Inspector.  H.  H.  Thomas, 

Rural  District  Council  Offices, 

Town  I-Iall, 

NEWTOWN. 


RUKAL  DISTRICT  OF  NEWTOWN  AND  LLANIDLOES. 


The  work  of  the  Health  Committee  is  done  in 
Council. 

Chairman.  E.  Glyn  Woolley  - until  May,  1953*  when  he  died. 

J. Wilfred  Jones  - since  May,  1953. 

Vice  Chairman.  J. Wilfred  Jones  - until  May,  1953. 

E.  E.  Morris  - since  May,  1953. 


Members. 


John  E„  Be  Mb  - 
R,  E„  Breese, 
G.,  Cockourn, 

W.  H„  Evans. 

Pu,  L,  Higgs. 

T.  S0  Huxley. 
T.  B.  31  Jcrman. 


since  April,  1953. 


!>.,  K.  Jcne  s. 

E.  0.,  Jones, 

J,  0.  Jones. 
Sydney  Jones. 
T0  E.  Jones. 

C.  C,  Morgan. 
Thomas  Morris. 


S.  T.  Nutting. 

W.  P.  Pugh. 

D.  E.  Thomas, 
Evan  Thomas. 
Hugh  Tudor. 
Francis  Woosnam. 


Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Amelia  Rowles.  B.  Sc.  , M.  B.  , B.  LL.  , D.P.  H. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

K,  H.  Thomas. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

J.  E.  Harvey,  until  May,  1953. 
Rodent  Operator. 

0.  L,  Thomas. 

Administrative  Cleric. 


E,  G,  Cor  fie  Id, 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  MD  MEMBERS  OP  THE 
NEWTOWN  AND  LLANIDIOES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Hr  Chairman  and  Members, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1953,  which  is  arranged  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  contained  in  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health 
Circular  1/54  (Wales)  dated  12th  January,  1954. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

• • 

AMELIA  ROWLES. 

June  1 954. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Town  Hall, 

NEWTOW, 

Mont. 

Staff. 

The  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr  Harvey,  left  the 
employ  of  this  Council  in  May,  1953,  and  was  not  replaced  during 
the  year. 

In  May,  1954,  Mr  R.  0,  Hughes  was  appointed  as  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

There  was  no  other  change  among  the  staff  in  1953. 


VITAL  STATISTICS, 


Births. 

There  was  a fall  in  the  "birth  rate  in  1953  compared  with  that 
in  1952.  The  birth  rate  for  1953  was  13.72  per  1,000  population  and 
in  1952  this  rate  was  15.86. 

This  is  lower  than  the  birth  rate  for  the  County  as  a whole 
which  w^s  16„06  per  1,000  population  and  lower  than  in  England  and 
Wales  whore  the  rate  was  15o5  per  1,000  population. 

There  were  3 Still  bjrths  in  1953  compared  with  6 in  1952,  and 
being  2. 4$  of  live  births.  This  compares  with  2.  24$  for  England  and 
Wales  and  2„  2$  for  Montgomeryshire. 

There  were  6 illigitimate  births  in  1953  and  5 in  1952.  This 
is  4.  6/0  of  the  total  oirchs  compared  with  3.2$  in  1952  and  with  6.1$ 
for  the  whole  County. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  7 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  giving  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  55  per  1,000  live  births  and  comparing  most 
unfavourably  with  the  rate  for  1952  which  was  20  and  with  the  rate  for 
the  County  which  was  30  per  1,000  live  births  and  26.8  per  1,000  live 
births  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths. 

There  were  123  deaths  in  the  district  in  1953  giving  a rate  of 
13.29  per  1,000  population  and  comparing  with  10.  64  per  1,000  population 
in  1952. 

For  the  whole  of  the  County  the  death  rate  was  12.40  per  1,000 
population  and  for  England  and  Wales  the  rate  was  11.4 

There  were  2 deaths  from  tuberculosis  . Cancer,  heart  and 
vascular  diseases  cause  the  largest  number  of  deaths. 

I must  express  my  warmest  thanks  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Mr  H.  H.'  Thomas  for  his  co-operation  and  tactful  handling  of  many  and 
varied  problems. 

The  Clerk  has  always  been  available  to  advise  and  assist  on  many 
occasions. 

The  County  Medical  Officer,  Dr  J.  Ivor  Jones  has  always  been 
ready  to  give  support  and  his  long  experience  and  advice  are  of  great 
assistance. 


STATISTICAL  S U RTE 


Y 

> J_953.  1952. 


Area  in  acres. 

151 ,231 

151 ,231 

Population  (Registrar 
mid-year  estimate). 

General' s 

9,257 

9,397 

Rateable  Value. 

£20,611 

£20,169 

Sura  represented  by  one 
penny  rate. 

£81.  10.  7. 

£80.  8. 

7. 

VITAL 

S T A T I 

: S T I C S. 

(Based  on  the  Registrar-General’s  mid-year 

estimate) 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

1953 

1952. 

Hale 

Female  Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total. 

72 

55  127 

71 

78 

1A9 

legitimate. 

70 

31  121 

69 

75 

1AA 

Illigitimate 

2 

A 6 

2 

3 

5 

Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population 

• — • 
• 

For  Newtown  and  Llanidloes  E.D. 

13.72 

15.86 

For  Montgomeryshire 

1 6e  06 

1 6. 66 

For  England  and  ’■Vales. 

15c  5 

15.3 

STILT.  BIRTHS. 

Male 

Female  To  t al 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

3 

0 3 

A 

2 

6 

Legitimate 

3 

0 3 

A 

2 

6 

Illigitimate 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

Still  births  as  percentage  of  total  births:- 

For  Newtown  and  Llanidloes  R.D. 

2.  A 

A.0 

Far  Montgomeryshire 

2.2 

2. 00 

For  England  and  Wales. 

2. 2A 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Male 

Female  Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  A weeks.. 

A 

0 A 

0 

2 

2 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  1 year 

A 

3 7 

1 

2 

3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  per  1,000  live  births  : - 
For  Newtown  and  Llanidloes  RjD.  . 55 

For  Montgomeryshire  30 

For  England  and  Wales.  2 6.1 

All  these  infants  deaths  were  ligitimato  births. 


20 

29 

27.6 


The  age  and  causes  of  these  deaths  were 


Male  age  1 hour 
Male  age  2 hours 
Male  age  3 hours 
Male  age  1 day 
Female  age  3 months 
Female  age  6 months 
Female  age  6 months 

DEATHS. 


cerebral  haemorrhage, 
cerebral  meningocele 
Intracranial  haemorrhage. 
Prematurity. 

Broncho  pneumonia. 
Congenital  heart  disease. 
Congenital  heart  disease. 

1953 


1952. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

All  ages 

68 

55 

123 

47 

53 

100 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  population 

: - 

For  Newtown  and  LI  ant  Hoe  s R,  D„ 

13, 

29 

10. 64 

For  Montgomeryshire. 

12.39 

12.40 

For  England  and  'Talcs,- 

A * 

* 1 t 

4 

11.3 

C A U S 

E S C 

) F D E 

A T H. 

19  53 

1952 

Male, 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female, 

Total. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Other  forms  of  " 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Disease 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  poliomyelitis. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measle  s. 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  Ne  cplasms , l c o: 

..Oil 

stomach 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2 

3 

Neoplasms 
" lung,  bronchus 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

" " breast 

Q 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

" »« uterus 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

6 

3 

9 

6 

1 

7 

Leukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

9 

4 

13 

10 

14 

24 

1953 

195| 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female  Total. 

Coronory  disease,  angina 

11 

5 

16 

8 

2 

10 

hypertension  with  heart 

disease. 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

8 

21 

29 

10 

15 

25 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

3 

6 

0 

2 

2 

Influenza 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

o 

Cm 

3 

1 

0 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  system 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Gastritis,  enteritis, 

diarrhoea. 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined 

di  se  ase  s 

11 

5 

16 

5 

3 

13 

Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

All  other  accidents. 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3. 

Suicide. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

68 

55 

123 

47 

53 

100 

AGE  DISTRIBUTIO! 

T AT  IE. 

iiT. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0-1  years 

4 

3 

7 

1-5  " 

1 

0 

1 

5 - 

n 

1 

3 

15  - 

0 

0 

0 

25  - " 

1 

0 

1 

35  - 

2 

1 

3 

45  - 

3 

1 

4 

55  - " 

10 

7 

17 

65  - 

19 

j 

16 

35 

75  - 

16 

19 

35 

85  years  and  over 

10 

7 

17 

68 


55 


123 
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tuberculoses. 

New  cases  notified  in  I953  - 2 

1 male  age  21  with  pleural  effusion 
1 xemaie  age  24  with  pcritonael  involvement. 

Gases  removed  from  register  in  1953  - 5 

Deaths  - Male  age  69 
Male  age  64 

Re cove red  - Male  age  70 
Male  age  32 

left  the  District  - Ptemale  age  28. 

Number  of  cases  on  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  - 51 

General  Provision  for  Health  Services  of  tiv>  ^a> 

Ambulance. 


The  locai  service  consists  of  the  St.  Jolin  Ambulance  and  is 
CoiSit-"eeC  t0  th°  ^bulance  Committee  of  the  County  Council  Health 


Telephone. 


Sitting  car  service 
-Childrens  0 f f i ce r. 


Caersws 
Newt  own 
Newtown 
Llanidloes 


225 

205  from  Hm,  to  5 p,m. 
359  after  5 p,m, 

381 


all  requests  to  County  Health  Offices,  Newtown. 
Telephone  Newtown  205. 


This  office  is  e 
of  the  Childrens'  Act, 


stablishcd  by  the  County  Council  under  the 
1948.  The  Children!;*  Officer  is  :- 


terms 


Miss  C.  Owen  Waterhouse , 

Children Is  Department , 

County  Offices, 

Welshpool.  Telephone.  Welshpool  228. 
The  Children's  Reception  House  is  at 


12,  Bronwylfa, 

Welshpool.  Telephone  Welshpool  1Q9. 

Domiciliary  liidvjjfor^r  and  Home  Nursing. 

The  district  is  served  by 

Sister  C.  Lloyd  Jones, 

Bryneglwys,  Newtown.  Newtown  497. 

for  Mochdrc  and  Dolfor. 

Sister  E.  P,  Humphric s , 

Do If organ  Lodge,  Kerry, 
for  Kerry,  Sam  and  Abcrmule. 


Kerry  62 


Nurse  C.  J.  Lloyd , 

Brynolwyg  Cottage, 

Now  Mills.  Tregynon  250. 

for  Tregynon,  Bettws,  New  Mills,  Manafon, 

Adfa  and  Bwlclyffrydd. 

Sister  R.E.  Jones. 

Dudley  House, 

Llanidloe  s.  Llanidloc  s 244. 

for  Llangurig,  Cwmbelan  and  Old  Hall. 

Nurse  S.  Van  Evans, 

Glandwr  Villa, 

High  Street,  Llanidloes.  Llanidloes  343. 

for  Oakley  Park  and  Llidiartywaen. 

Sister  E.  J.  Richards, 
i.  Birchen  House , 

Llawryglyn.  Tre  feglwys  217. 

for  Trcfoglwys,  Llawryglyn,  Staylittlc  and  Van. 

Nurse  Sa  Wainwright, 

Vine  Cottage  , Lianwnog.  Cacrsvvs  2 49. 

for  Caersws,  Mochdre  end  Abcrhe.fe sp. 

Nurse  A.  S.  Peate , 

-,  Glyn,  Carno.  Caersws  215. 

for  Carno,  Clatter  and  Pontdolgoch. 

Home  Help  Service. 

Home  help  is  available  in  certain  cases  on  application  to  the 
Home  Kelp  Supervisor 

Mrs  R.  Goodwin, 

County  Health  Offices,  Newtown. 

Hospitals. 

The  area  is  served  by  the  Montgomery  County  Infirmary,  Newtown, 
and  the  Llanidloes  and  District  Hospital,  both  of  which  take  in  Surgical, 
Medical  and  Midwifery  cases.  The  hospitals  arc  controlled  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  based  at  Aberystwyth. 

Laboratory  Service . 

A branch  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  under  the  direction 
of  Dr  M.V.N.  Sudds  is  at 

Cardiganshire  General  Hospital, 

Aberystwyth. 

The  laboratory  offers  comprehensive  facilities  for  investigations  of 
a Public  Health  nature  and  these  facilities  have  been  freelly  utilised 
and  have  proved  of  great  value. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  this  service  in  your  area 
by  virtue  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1948. 


Clinics  serving  the  area  arc  at  : - 

Wesleyan  School  Room,  Newtown,  first  and  third  Wednesday  each 

month  at  2.30  p.m. 

• Assembly  ..Rooms.,  Llanidloes,  second  and  last  Vedne sday  each 

month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Community  Centre,  St  ay  lit  tic,  third  Thursday  each  month  at  2*30  p.  m. 
Tuberculosis. 

This  service  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Dr.  G.  0. 
Thomas,  the  chest  physician  holds  the  following  clinics,  serving  the 
district 

Newtown,  County  Infirmary,  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  each  month 

at  11  a.  m. 

Llanidloes,  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Saturday  before  the  last  Tuesday 

each  month  at  10.30  a.m. 

Vaccination. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  carried  out  by  the  local  General 
Practitioners.  lymph  for  vaccination  can  be  obtained  from  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis. 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  local  General  Practitioners  and 
by  the  County  Health  Service  in  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  in  the 
schools. 

Vc  no  real.  Disease. 

Clinics  are  held  at  Shrewsbury  and  0s\/cstry  : - 

(a)  1 Belmont,  Shrewsbury. 

Men  - Tuesday  and  Friday.  6 p.m.  r 8 p. n. 

Women  - Monday  and  Wednesday.  3.30  p.m.  - 3.30  p.m. 

(b)  The  Dispensary,  Brook  Street,  Oswestry. 

Men  - Thursday.  1 p.m.  - 2 p.m. 

Y/omen  - Thursday  2 p.m.  - 3 p.m. 


REPOST  0?  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

To  the  Chairman  end  Members  of  the  Council, 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1953. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year 
are  classified  as  follows  : - 


Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

Inspections  relating  to  Nuisances 27 

do  do  Building  lyelaws 79 

do  do  Water  Supplies  *..150 

do  do  Refuse  Disposal 9 

do  do  Sewage  Disposal 56 

General  Inspections  unclassified 153 

Drain  tests  applied  12 

Disinfection  of  Premises 1 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Inspections  under  the  Act... 22 


Water  Supplies. 


Total  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for 


analysis  was 60 

(a)  Chemical 9 

(b)  Bacteriological  

( 1 ) Satisfactory  21  ) 

(2)  Unsatisfactory 30  ) 51 


Food  Inspection.  During  the  year  the  following  foods  were  condemned: - 

10  tins  preserved  foods 
1 side  Bacon. 


In  all  premises  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  was 
maintained.  Slaughter  of  animals  and  the  distribution  of  meat  continue 
to  be  carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of  Pood's  centralised  Depots  at 
Newtown  and  Llanidloes,, 

The  total  number  of  premises  licensed  to  sell  Ice  cream  in  the 
district  is  8.  No  new  licences  wore  issued  during  the  year.  There  are 
no  licensed  premises  in  the  area  for  the  manufacture  of  Icc  cream,  this 
commodity  is  bought  from  manufacturers  outside  the  area. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1 949. 

The  total  number  of  visits,  and  treatment  of  premises  carried 
out  under  the  Act  are  detailed  as  follows 


Type  of 
Promises. 


Number  of 
Inspections 
carried  out. 


Number  of  Number  of  Number  of 
Infestations  Infestations  Infestations 


Pound. 


Treated. 


reported 


to 

A.E.  C. 

Dy 

A.E.  C. 

Agric  Properties 

571 

30 

5 

20 

107 

Business  Premises 

127 

14 

14 

_ 

Private  Dwellings 

1023 

36 

29 

, 

L.  A.  Pro  pert  ie  s 

34 

19 

19 

_1755__ 

99 

67 

20 

107 

The  total  number 
Water  Supplies. 

of  re-visits' 

made  in' 

connection  with  fro 

atTmenlT 

-was -pt5r 

, . _^1C  Purification  plant  at  the  Caersws  Water  Works  continues  to  give 
satisfactory  treatment  of  the  water  for  the  removal  of  excess  Iron  and 
Maagane  se. 

The  Schemes  completed  at  Tregynon  and  Ilangurig  are  working 
satisfactorily. 

, ,_Dur1^  the  i'car  thc  Scheme  for  the/ Village  Water  Supply  commenced 
^nd  ic  is  hoped  that  the  Scheme  will  be  completed  early  in  1 954. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Progre ss  is  being  made  on  the  Scheme  at  Caersw®  which  commenced 
m September  1952,  and  the  Scheme  should  be  completed  in  1954. 

At  Trcgynon  the  Scheme  was  completed  in  November  1953. 

i— ~ng*  During  thc  year  12  Council  houses  were  completed,  4 at  Abcrhafesp 
' ■:  .and  d at  Tregynon.  Thc  number  of  houses  built  by  private 

enterprise  was  8.  The  number  of  licenses  issued  by  thc  Council  to  private 
persons  to  build  houses  was  5. 

^ No  applications  were  received  for  grants  under  the  1949  Improvement 
Acc, _co  improve  existing  houses-  In  view  of  the  assistance  given  by  thc  Act 
one  is  surprised  that  owners  of  property  have  not  taken  advantage  of  the 
facilities  offered. 

Refuse  Collection. 

j ^ During  cne  year  the  service  was  extended  to  include  the  Staylittlc 
and  Dolfor  areas. 

In  concluding  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  thc 
co-operation  given  me  by  Members  of  thc  Council  and  Staff  during  thc  year. 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully. 


13.  II.  THOMAS. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 


